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invest the object of our love with virtues which are not
really there at all. Love wavers, we doubt fidelity and
are sceptics before we know it. The rest is indifference,
we let it go as it will, and end with quietism just as In-
dian philosophy.9*

Goethe was not alone in his disillusionment. A
whole generation of writers and thinkers was engulfed
by that same scepticism with regard to India. They
were disinclined to believe the enthusiastic accounts of
the romantics and, though they never admitted their own
ignorance with regard to India, they started applying their
western preconceptions and ideologies to a civilization
of which they knew next to nothing. And while Goethe
always approached India from his own personal angle of
vision, from the context of his own intellectual evolution,
others applied the abstract principles of pedantic scholar-
ship to a land the history of which was hardly known to
them at all.

Before, however, dealing with the 'reaction' on the
Continent let us look at the country where Indology as
a science first originated. For we must not forget that
the Indian revival on the Continent was made possible
only by the translation from Indian languages, and espe-
cially from the Sanskrit, made by Englishmen living in
India. We shall not be far wrong, if we assume
that the close contact between India and England deter-
mined the response of English writers to Indian literature,
philosophy, and religion, and that, in some respects at
least, India mattered to the average Englishman more
than to the average German or Frenchman. And the
continental response which had been coloured by strong

* Quoted in P, Th. Hoffmann, op. cit., p. 49.